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RTA STRIKE
IS
ON
No deal is reached between RTA

ISSUE NO. 13 VOL. 53

and Transit Union
Kristin Baughman
News Editor
Baughman.25@wright.edu
The Greater Dayton RTA
driver and mechanics are currently on strike, due to disagreements in reaching a new
contract, which expired in
April 2015.
Due to the strike, the majority of the bus system have
been forced to shut down,
leaving many without transportation.
The union stated in a previous release that negotiations
for this contract are centered
around health insurance,
claiming RTA, “unilaterally
changed employees’ health insurance to a high-deductible
plan,” in addition to low wages and lack of adequate break
time.
A statement released from
RTA management said the

average bus operator earned
$62,996 in 2015, but the average maintenance employee
earned $69,190.
There is also the risk this
will pose to students needing transportation to school.
Niraj Antani, state representative, stated in a letter to the
RTA that a, “strike would have
devastating effect on the community. It will leave thousands
of students, single mothers,
and working class Daytonians
without transportation to get
to school, to work, and to the
grocery store to put food on
the table.
According to Antani, there
is the possibility of proposing
legislation to prevent RTA employees from striking in the
future, due to the impact it has
on the community.

Photo Credit: Sarah Conard
Dan Foley, Montgomery
County commissioner, released a statement urging both
parties to come to an agreement.
“Both sides need to be realistic and understand the current economic environment in
which local tax-funded agencies operate,” Foley said.
During this strike, there
are other options that students can keep in mind to
get to school. First, there is
the option of riding a bike to
campus. While the cold tem-

peratures do not make it ideal,
there campus is bike accessible. There are also cab companies in the area to consider,
such as Anton’s Transportation; with the strike underway,
there is a possibility this could
problematic due to the mass
numbers that will be need in
of transportation. Lastly, there
is the option of using Uber,
which is easily accessible from
using the app of smartphones.
Thomas Sudkamp, provost
of Wright State, responded to
this issue that the strike poses

to both students, faculty and
staff.
“To accommodate those
who do not have transportation available, we are requesting that students, faculty, and
staff work together and communicate as much as possible
to minimize the potential disruption,” Sudkamp said in a
mass e-mail to Wright State.
Sudkamp advises students

Story continued on Page 4

Over 60 applicants COLA’s Kristin Sobolik leaving
WSU for Univ. of St. Louis
push for WSU
president’s chair
Kristin Baughman
News Editor
Baughman.25@wright.edu

The number of applicants for
the president position has surpassed the goal set by the search
committee. So far 61 people have
applied to become the next president of Wright State University.
The search committee is currently narrowing the list to about
a dozen applicants. Eventually this number will be reduced to
decide the semifinalists. According to Doug Fecher, a Wright
State trustee, the committee is pleased with the strong diversity
among the applicants.
Fecher stated, “We were really pleased, not only with the size
of the candidate pool, but the quality was really high. Lots of
sitting presidents and chancellors and high level deans across
the country.”
The search scaled nationwide, along with a “fair amount” of
applications from the state of Ohio. They will review internal
candidates as finalists as well. Interviews for those chosen will
begin soon after Jan. 1.
The semifinalists will not be known to the public. However, the finalists will be announced, which will be the candidates
who will meet with faculty and student groups.
According to Fecher, there is a possibility of hosting open
forums for the final candidates later in the decision making process. The details of those events have not been determined yet.
Academic Search, the search firm aiding in the university
during this process, is a D.C. based company whose services will
cost the university $120,000 according to Dayton Daily News.
With concerns about the budget still in light and an ongoing
federal investigation, some were concerned how this would affect the candidates who submitted applications. Fecher stated,
“They (the firm) said you have challenges but so does everybody
and do you really want a president who isn’t able to handle those
challenges?”
The committee plans to have the next president chosen by
April.
Sarah Cavender
News Writer
Cavender.8@ wright.edu

The dean of the college
of liberal arts (COLA), Kristin Sobolik, is leaving Wright
State to be the position of provost and vice chancellor for
academic affairs at the University of St.Louis on June 1.
Sobolik accepted her position at WSU in 2013, coming
from the University of Maine
where she served as the associate dean of research and external affairs.
Sobolik remembers her
first impression of WSU.
“I remember walking on
campus, it was beautiful. The
students reminded me of myself. The people were open and
friendly, like the Midwest is,”
Sobolik said. “From then on, I
had to get this job.”
In addition to being the
dean of COLA, Sobolik is also
a professor of Anthropology.
With the combination of these
professions, it has allowed her
to work with a variety of students.
“It’s been a great experience
working with all the students,”
Sobolik said. “I love working
with the students in performing arts, because they’re so
passionate about what they
do.”
“I get to work with students, too, who are like, ‘I

don’t know what to do with
my life’. And I think now, versus back in the day when I was
a student, there’s just so many
more options.”
The position at University
of St.Louis will also include
overseeing student affairs,
athletics, enrollment management and areas concerning
research.
Between her background
with science and research,
combined with her position
as the dean of COLA, Sobolik
feels prepared for her next position.
“I’m very excited about the
new position, but I’m really
sad too,” Sobolik said.
In preparation for her departure, communication has
been the key to ensuring a

smooth transition. Not only
does this include her coworkers, but the donors she has
built relationships with over
time.
“It’s really bittersweet,”
Sobolik said. “The people you
build relationships with, even
though they’re always going to
be there, they’re never going
to be as close as they once had.
But it’s exciting too.”
For the person who will be
the next dean, Sobolik is confident they will be inheriting a
great position at the university.
“I think we are the best
college,” Sobolik said. “I think
they are inheriting a really
great environment. They’ll be
very lucky.”
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Classifieds
Learn to serve, bartend or cook at Figlio while you are in school! We are in
need of bright and energetic people
to work as Hosts, Servers and Cooks in
our Town and Country Location, minutes away from Campus in Kettering.
We offer a flexible schedule, part-time
employment and an upbeat, fun atmosphere to work! No experience necessary! Closed on Sundays! Apply in person at 424 E. Stroop Road in Town and
Country Shopping Center.
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PERSON(S) NAMED IAN, ANY
NOTION OF SUCH A CLAIM SHALL
BE DISREGARDED.
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You could voice a
character in Wes
Anderson’s new
movie “Isle of Dogs”

Netflix reviving
“Magic School Bus”
with new episodes
Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu
Reboots are a way of life now. Old TV show revivals are rampant, and the 90s kids series “The Magic
School Bus” is no exception.
Netflix just released that a new series titled The
Magic School Bus 360 will continue the series in a
brand new season.
Stu Stone, the voice of Ralph Tennelli, revealed
that several former voice actors will contribute to the
new series.
“It’s a very top secret field trip that Miss Frizzle
is taking the kids on,” Stone said. “I’m a little bit
old to be in the fifth grade, so I’m not here to say
that I’m officially in Miss Frizzle’s class, but I will
say that I went to the classroom and I saw some of
my old classmates there. I also ran into some new
kids–there’s a lot of new kids and generations on the
show. Just like the original series when Miss Frizzle
has friends, they were usually voiced by celebrities.
There are tons of cameos, I know that there are big
stars that want to be involved in this.”
Celebrities like Dolly Parton and Tony Randall
made guest appearances in the original series from
the 90s, so it’s likely other famous folks could drop in
for an episode or two.
This Netflix reboot was actually announced in
June 2014 with a hopeful premiere date of 2016.
However, it sounds like the project is on schedule to
hit Netflix by 2017.

Robin Williams put his
name in the hat to play
Hagrid in “Harry Potter”
Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu
It has been two long years sine Robin Williams
passed. One of the most versatile actors of his time,
Williams was universally loved and admired as one
of the funniest men in Hollywood.
So when we found out he tried to grab the role of
Hagrid in “Harry Potter,” our minds were veritably
blown. Casting director Janet Hirshenson revealed
that Williams called the filmmaker to make his interest known. He was rejected, however, due to the
film’s “Brit’s Only” rule.
“Robin had called [director Chris Columbus] because he really wanted to be in the movie, but it was
a British-only edict, and once he said no to Robin,
he wasn’t going to say yes to anybody else, that’s for
sure,” the casting director told Huffington Post. “It
couldn’t be.”
The role of Hagrid was eventually played by Robbie Coltrane, who was JK Rowling’s first choice.

Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu
A new stop motion film in the style of “The Fantastic Mr. Fox” will be directed by Wes Anderson.
The release date has yet to be set.
The film, “Isle of Dogs,” will feature stars Bryan
Cranston, Bill Murray, Jeff Goldblum, Scarlett Johannson, Tilda Swinton, Kunichi Nomura, Yoko
Ono, Greta Gerwig, Liev Schreiber, Edward Norton
and more.
Anderson also announced his partnership
through Crowdrise, where anyone can purchase
a $10 raffle ticket with proceeds going to the Film
Foundation. The winner will voice a character in
“Isle of Dogs,” as well as win a trip for 2 to London
for two nights to meet Wes Anderson, get a tour of
the “Isle of Dogs” sets and see how the film is made,
as well as receive one of the puppet miniatures of the
dog from the film.
“Movies don’t last forever,” Anderson says in a
YouTube video. “Sometimes they have to be brought
back from the dead.”

This terrifying iPhone
accessory lets you kiss
people over the internet
Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu
Kissenger senses your kiss and transmits realistic
kissing sensations to your partner in real time. It was
developed by a team of researchers based in London.
The technology is sophisticated, using high-precision sensors embedded under the silicon lip. The
sensors measure the forces at different parts of your
lips during the kiss, and then sends the data to your
partner over the internet. The silicone lip pad doesn’t
actually look like a mouth, so frenching isn’t really an
option. (Thank goodness?)
“You can feel the force on your lips when your
partner kisses you back. Share an intimate moment
with your friends and families while chatting with
them on your phone,” Kissenger writes on their website.
The Kissenger website doesn’t believe this iPhone
accessory is just for lovers. In fact, it could even be
used to connect you with family overseas, or even
your grandmother. It could even be used “to connect
idols and their fans from all around the world.”

Photo
of the Week
Tilikum, famous from documentary
“Blackfish,” has died
Kristin Baughman
News Editor
Baughman.25@wright.edu

Your photo could be shown here! Just
include #WSUGUARDIAN to enter
and your Instagram of WSU could be
chosen for our next issue.
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Tilikum was also the center of the 2013 documentary “Blackfish,” which caused the company to face
speculation for the treatment of the killer whales in
their facility.
SeaWorld stated on its website, “Tilikum passed
away early this morning, January 6, surrounded by
the trainers, care staff and veterinarians that provided around-the-clock world-class care.”
According to reports, Tilikum was fighting, “what
is likely an incurable bacterial infection in his lungs,”

www.theguardianonline.com
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according to CNN.
In March 2015, SeaWorld reported that Tilikum,
then estimated to be 35, was possibly dying.
“Tilikum had, and will continue to have, a special
place in the hearts of the SeaWorld family, as well
as the millions of people all over the world that he
inspired,” Joel Manby, SeaWorld president and CEO
said in a statement. “My heart goes out to our team
who cared for him like family.”

facebook.com/theguardianonline
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President of WSU Board Student loan debt hit
of Trustees reprimanded another record high in 2016
Sarah Cavender
News Writer
Cavender.8@wright.edu
The president of the
Wright State Board of
Trustees was publicly reprimanded by the
Ohio Ethics Commission. This occurred following an ongoing investigation regarding the
hiring of his son, David
Bridges. Michael Bridges
admitted to emailing his
son’s resume to several
administrators and helping in the setup of interviews with Wright State
Research Institute Director Dennis Andersh.
After being interviewed
in late 2015, a new position was created for the
trustee’s son. Bridges was
voted board chairman in
2015 where he later voted on the approval of
David’s hiring.
Evidence
showed
Bridges potentially broke
state laws while aiding in
the hiring process for his
son. The Ethics Commission cited probability
in the emails exchanged
with David’s resume and
helping to schedule interviews.
The settlement agreement from the Ethics Commission states
Bridges, “to not participate in any employment
matters related to his
son or any other family
member employed by
Wright State University.”
At this time, the com-

mission has not prosecuted Bridges, however, charges could be
brought if the agreement
is violated.
According to the
Ohio Ethics Commission, Bridges is cooperating with their investigation, and so far there
is, “no evidence that
Bridges used the authority of his public position
to secure the hire of his
son.”
Michael
Bridges
graduated from Wright
State in 1981 and started his own company,
Peerless
Technology
Corporation, in 2000.
Appointed in 2012 by
Governor John Kasich,
Bridge’s is serving a nine
year term for the board.

His son, David Bridges, is also a Wright State
graduate and has a B.S.
in Management Information Systems and a
MS in information systems along with multiple
certificates in technical
security. David works as
an advanced engineering
lead for Wright State’s research institute.
Information has not
been released on whether or not David will
continue working for
the university. According to the letter sent to
fellow trustees, Michael
stated he apologized for,
“bringing this negative
attention to the university that I love and respect.”

Bridges apologized for bringing negative attention
to the university.

Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.902wright.edu

It’s 2016, and students
are weighed down by
student loans now more
than ever.
American
college
students owe nearly $1.2
trillion in student loan
debt—and that’s spread
out between around 44
million borrows. Sixty-eight percent of college graduates nationwide are exiting with a
student loan with an average debt clocking in at
$30,100, which is up four
percent from last year’s
record.
“That means the majority of new college
graduates are facing
monthly student loan
payments in excess of
$300 a month over the
next 10 years,” Time
Magazine writes.
Even scarier? Nineteen percent of those
loans were private,
which traditionally have
higher interest rates and
are harder for students
to pay off and offer little
flexibility. Federal loans
offer a low interest rate.
“This year’s undergraduates will pay just
3.76 percent in interest and 1.07 percent in
one-time fees, for a total annual percentage
rate of about 4 percent.
Federal student loans

also offer flexible repayment options, such as
income-based
repayment, and the possibility
of forgiveness of at least
part of the debt,” Time
Magazine wrote.
“Compared to federal loans, private loans—
whether from banks,
states, or schools—can
be much harder to repay,
especially if the borrower hits hard times,” said
Debbie Cochrane to
Time, a co-author of TICAS’s loan report.
Didn’t think student
loans were that big of an
issue? Think again. Over
seven million of the US
population have defaulted on their student loan
payments, according to
Lend EDU.
Over 30 percent of
loan borrowers move
back in with their par-

ents after graduation.
Over 40 percent of
borrowers have delayed
starting a family.
Over 60 percent of
borrowers have delayed
buying a car.
Over 70 percent of
borrowers have delayed
saving for retirement.
Almost 30 percent of
borrowers have delayed
getting married.
“Overall, there’s been
a tremendous increase in
the number of graduates
with student debt compared to the previous
generation,” said Lauren Asher, the president
of The Institute of College-Access and Success
to CNN.

New Vietnamese
restaurant opening
in Beavercreek

New drug changing the
game for treating depression

Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.902wright.edu

Kristin Baughman
News Editor

What da Pho, a new
Vietnamese
restaurant,
will open near the Fairfield
Commons mall in Beavercreek. It’ll take up residence at 3464 Pentagon
Blvd next to The Wharf and owners hope to open in
mid-January.
The restaurant owners, Trish and Todd Dang,
chose the location for its close proximity to Wright
Patterson Air Force Base and Wright State University.
“I love to eat, and I love to cook, and I want to
share that with others,” Trish Dang told Dayton Daily News.
What da Pho is coming during a record-high of
other restaurant openings in the same area, like Melt
and Raising Canes to name a few.
[Note: Pho is pronounced “fuh”]

Raising Cane’s to open
first Dayton area location
Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.902wright.edu

Raising Cane’s, the
ever-popular
fast-food
restaurant that specializes in chicken fingers, will
open a new location at 1136 Miamisburg Centerville
Road, near Whole Foods. This is one of four proposed Dayton-area locations.
The chain also plans to open restaurants near the
University of Dayton and in Beavercreek on North
Fairfield Road.
Building in Beavercreek could start as early as July
of 2017.

A new antidepressent
is currently being tested
Baughman.25@wright.edu that can treat the symptoms of depression in less
than 24 hours, compared to the three to eight weeks
antideppressent drugs normally take.
Researchers are currently testing rats, with results
look promising. If these results can be replicated
with humans, this drug could offer more effective results than other antidepressants on the market, such
as Prozac and Lexapro, which only show a success
rate of treating one-third of the patient who are diagnosed with depression.
“Our results open up a whole new class of potential antidepressant medications,” lead researcher
Scott Thompson from the University of Maryland
said in press release. “We have evidence that these
compounds can relieve the devastating symptoms of
depression in less than one day, and can do so in a
way that limits some of the key disadvantages of current approaches.”
Antidepressants that are currently available work
by increasing the levels of serotonin in the brain.
These are also known as serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs), which work by limiting the reabsorption of serotonin into the brain’s presynaptic cell.
This process helps the brain cells to receive chemical
messages more effectively, which in-turn, can improve a person’s mood.
The issue with the antidepressants that patients
are currently taking is that there are a range of SSRIs available, but each one has a different chemical
make-up; this means that every patient will react to
those chemical make-ups in a different way. Most
common side effects with these medications range
from nausea, dizziness, weight gain, drowsiness and
insomnia.
According to a recent study done on these medications, “The rate of treatment response following
first-line treatment with SSRIs is moderate, varying
from 40 to 60 percent; remission rates vary from 30
to 45 percent. Up to one third of persons taking antidepressant medications will develop recurrent symptoms of depression while on therapy.”
To produce a medication that is more effective, researchers have focused on a neurotransmitter that is

facebook.com/theguardianonline
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different from serotonin, a compound called GABA.
According to researchers, they hypothesize that
the most effective way to fight depression could be
to reduce the levels of inhibitory neurotransmitters
in these areas, which are responsible for calming the
mind and balancing mood.
Thompson and his research team looked at a
compound called GABA-NAM, which is the inhibitory neurotransmitter that runs through the GABA.
When this theory was tested on rats who showed
depressive symptoms, these compounds were able
to balance the work of the other neurotransmitters
to stabilize the mood for 24 hours with minimal unwanted side effects.
“These compounds produced the most dramatic
effects in animal studies that we could have hoped
for,” said Thompson. “It will now be tremendously
exciting to find out whether they produce similar effects in depressed patients. If these compounds can
quickly provide relief of the symptoms of human depression, such as suicidal thinking, it could revolutionise the way patients are treated.”
Thompson and his research team are currently
preparing for human trials to see if the results that
were seen in the rats can be duplicated.

www.theguardianonline.com
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4 News
Funk Museum Hall
of Fame opening in
downtown Dayton
The downtown area
is welcoming a museum
dedicated to honoring
and remembering the
funk music of the 1970s and 80s. The grand opening will be in March in the Fire Block District where
this grassroots organization has found a permanent
home.
Currently the artifacts which include photos of
singers, clothing pieces, guitars and other musical instruments and records, are on display at the Dayton
Metro Library on Philadelphia Drive. Soon, around
7,000 volunteers will assist in moving everything to
the new museum.
The funk museum has been in the works for about
two years, but has been a lifelong dream of David
Webb, president of the museum. Webb is in charge of
the nonprofit museum along with a volunteer board
consisting of seven members.
The board has been seeking donations from the
public, as well as a government grant to assist with
funding their project. Currently on their website,
they have tabs providing the option to donate to the
cause. The center is currently in need of display cases
and mannequins to display their growing collection
of artifacts that have been collected by funk pioneers.
During the 1970s Dayton became well-known as
the ‘Land of Funk’, thanks to recognized funk artists
such as: Ohio Players, Zapp, Faze-O, Heatwave, Sun
Slave and Lakeside. Funk artists from around the
Miami Valley and world will be celebrated at the new
hall of fame and exhibition center.
Also listed on their website is some back history
on funk music and some events that they hold. Their
mission statement, “to house and maintain Funk
music memorabilia, where the public, especially
children, can be educated about the history of Funk
music.”
The museum also has Facebook, Twitter and YouTube pages holding information and updates.
Sarah Cavender
News Writer
Cavender.8@wright.edu

Funk band Zapp emerged from Hamilton, Ohio

Crime trend:
IKEA sleepovers
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
Ramsey.55@wright.edu

Kids have often fantasized about spending
the night locked in a
toy store, free to roam
about with all the toys to enjoy. Now, the slightly
more adult version is becoming more and more a
reality for many young adults. Teenagers are sneaking into IKEA and staying the night, and IKEA is
asking for it to end.
All these hi-jinks started when two Belgian teens
wanted to sow wild oats after graduating high
school and before they began college. Florian Van
Hecke and Bram Geirnaert hid inside closets within
the showroom, patiently waiting for the store to
close and the employees to leave. Once they left,
they filmed their escapades and performed a skit
which involved jumping on IKEA beds and rating
them.
Van Hecke and Geirnaert have inspired kids
around the world, with reported cases in countries
like the United States, Canada, Sweden, Japan and
more. This prompted IKEA to discourage the copycats while speaking with BBC News, saying that the
fun wasn’t worth the risk of legal consequences.
Van Hecke told the Washington Post that they
were happy that IKEA declined to sue them.
“We just want to spread the message: Life is like
one big, huge movie. It better be interesting,” Van
Hecke told the Washington Post.

Wright State looks for $5
mil. to expand archives
Sarah Cavender
News Writer
Cavender.8@wright.edu

The archives in
Wright State’s library
have outgrown their
space and are in the process of raising money to move to a new location.
The new building is located in the old Wright Patt
Credit Union Corporate building. There are plans to
repurpose and remodel the building, molding it into
a space that would have more room to display exhibits and a even hold a gallery. It will also contain a
reading room, preservation lab and work areas.
The current archive is split between the fourth
level of Dunbar Library and in the basement of the
Medical Sciences building. Dawne Dewey, archivist
for Wright State stated, “the building over there will
offer increased square footage and opportunity to
have dedicated spaces for outreach activities and collections.”
The archive was started in 1967, which began in
a small room in Millett Hall. As time went on, more
artifacts, papers and documents were donated to the
archives. Wright State University became responsible
for collecting, preserving and making available the
history of southwest Ohio.
According to Dewey, “We add three to four hundred cubic feet of material every year.”
The move and remodel cannot be funded by the
university due to the current budget crisis, prompting the archives to raise money by traveling to dif-

ferent organizations, community meetings and other
groups to speak about the archives and what they
want to do for the community. They are applying for
grants and receiving donations from the community.
The archives is utilized by more than graduate
students and faculty; people from all over the community, nation and even world travel to Wright State
to learn more about a particular event or person.
Dewey commented about the wide range of ages
that visit the archives, “Families come in with kids
to learn about the Wright Brothers. There are lots of
programs in the Dayton community for kids to go
to different sites and have a passport to get stamped.
We’re one of the stops of the aviation trail.”
The archives holds aviation history worldwide
and through the space age, civil and military aviations, local and regional history, aerospace medicine
and even more. There’s pictures, film reels, artifacts,
newspapers, record books, and growing collection of
history.
Dewey stated, “I’m excited about what the archives has become and I’m excited about this next
step.”
Dewey insists that students utilize the archives for
projects and papers or to just visit to touch and see a
artifacts like a civil war letter or to read a newspaper
from the 1800s.

Bonbright Distributors investing
in mountain bike path
Welcome Park in
Dayton boasts the
possibility of having
a mountain bike path
added to its facility. Additionally, the park itself
would be updated and remodeled to have new
walking trails, new basketball courts and a relocated playground facility.
The change comes from a deal in the works
with Bonbright Distributors. The Dayton beer
distributor want to expand its production, and
hopes to purchase three acres of the 13-acre
Welcome Park near Carillon. The company
could potentially invest up to $250,000 into the
park, and hopes to get started in the spring of
this year.
Bonbright Distributors loads and stores product outdoors, the expansion would put the company under a roof to continue its operations. The
company borders the park and has been looking into expanding since 2015. Built in 1993, its
operations have more than doubled, and now
serves nine county areas with over 150 employSarah Cavender
News Writer
Cavender.8@wright.edu

RTA Strike
Continued from Page 1
to e-mail professors in
advance if they are expected to not be able to
make it to campus or will
experience delays. In addition, Sudkamp has requested faculty to make
all first-day assignments
and syllabi available online for students to view.
“I am confident that
that the Wright State

ees. The distributor sells up to 5 million cases of
beer per year.
The company has several plans in the works
including the potential acquisition of a 25 employee distribution company for Bonbright.
They have hopes to add a new roof with solar
panels and a HVAC. While buildings will not be
moved, Bonbright hopes to expand the existing
buildings.
The construction of the park will be funded
by Bonbright while the city will maintain ongoing maintenance. Bonbright will need to reimburse for the cost of the land.
The International Mountain Biking Association is helping Bonbright build the plan for the
park, and planning for the park and building is
currently underway. There has not been any zoning or construction started in the park area. The
Miami Valley is home to 330 miles of bike trails
along with several mountain bike path trails in
the area as well. The addition in Welcome Park
will add more diversity to the park community.

Don’t take a gamble
with your news sources
www.TheGuardianOnline.com

community will rise to
the occasion to assist
students and staff who
normally use the RTA to
come to Wright State,”
Sudkamp said.
Negotiations have not
taken place since Monday morning, where a
deal was not made.
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Ohio passes new
red light law
Sarah Cavender
News Writer
Cavender.8@wright.edu

Among the 50 new
laws passed in the beginning of the new
year, malfunctioning
red lights were on the
list. Legislators passed
a new law stating drivers are permitted to
go through red lights
under certain circumstances.
Kettering police officer, John Jung stated,
“This is about safety. We don’t want the
driver to approach a
red light, wait for a
couple of seconds and
determine that it is
malfunctioning and
then blow through a
red light. You’ll have to
proceed with caution.”
If a motorist comes
across a traffic light
that is not working
properly, this person

can drive through,
once making sure
that the intersection is
clear of any oncoming
traffic. Drivers are still
required to stop completely before moving
into the intersection.
However,
hurrying
through a light can be
cited as a violation.
Motorist
should
also be made aware
that
when
going
through a red light,
there’s a catch; they
must prove that the
traffic light was malfunctioning. If there
is an accident due to
passing through a red
light and a malfunction did not occur, the
drive is deemed responsible.
Police stated that
city traffic laws are not
always the same as the
state law. It is encouraged for citizens to
make sure the law applies where they live

before attempting to
drive through a malfunctioning light.
This is showing to
be a difficulty among
new drivers.
According to D&D
Driving School Training Manager Brent
Paeter, “This isn’t going to be an everyday
occurrence. This isn’t
something they feel
need to do commonly
at intersections when
the light is red and feel
like they have been sitting for too long.”
Along with this
law two other motorist laws were passed.
One stating that cyclists require a three
foot clearance while
passing and another
that a person who gets
released from jail after being convicted of
killing someone with
their car, their license
is suspended from that
point on.

News 5
Amendment
introduced to limit
congressional terms
Kristin Baughman
News Editor

Baughman.25@wright.edu

U.S. House Representative Ron DeSatis and U.S. Senator
Ted Cruz have proposed an amendment
to the constitution
that would limit the
amount of terms that
members of Congress
can serve, according to
a press release.
This amendment
would limit members of the U.S. House
0f Representative to
three two-year terms
and U.S. Senators to
two six-year terms.
“[Cruz and DeSantis] today proposed
an amendment to the
US Constitution to
impose term limits on
members of Congress,”
the release stated.
DeSantis stated in
the release that the
placement of term
limits would be the

first step to reforming
Capitol Hill.
“President Trump,
Speaker Ryan and
huge majorities of the
American people are
demanding term limits,” said U.S. Term
Limits President Philip Blumel. “Congress
must listen and pass
the
Cruz-DeSantis
amendment immediately.”
The release also
stated, that according
to a Rasmussen survey

conducted in October
of 2016, 74 percent of
Americans supported
the idea of term limits
to members of Congress.
The
amendment
was co-sponsored by
Republican Sens. Deb
Fischer of Nebraska,
Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, Thom Tillis of
North Carolina, Marco Rubio of Florida,
Mike Lee of Utah and
David Perdue of Georgia.
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6 Wright Life
Student Spotlight:
Natalie Sanders mixes
theater with psychology
What do psychology and musical theatre
have in common? Wright State University senior Natalie Sanders, if nothing else.
Sanders began her unusual path to success as
a psychology major before transferring to Sinclair to study theatre performance. After performing in numerous shows and competitions with Sinclair, she began working professionally with a new local theatre company,
Dare 2 Defy. She has completed seven shows with D2D with her most recent role as “Mama” in Children of Eden. Sanders is currently working on
the marketing team for D2D’s next production, The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee, which opens in January at the Mathile theatre inside
the Schuster Center.
Back at Wright State, Sanders is majoring in theatre studies with a minor in psychology. When asked about the moment she knew that theatre
was a path she wanted to pursue.
“I always had several interests, but I loved to sing and I was always
looking for ways to perform. It wasn’t really a conscious decision,” Sanders
said.
Psychology, too, has been an interest of hers for as long as she can remember.
“I have both an analytical mind and a creative/emotional mind. I kind
of end up playing therapist for my friends, and I love hearing their stories.
That also goes into the storytelling on stage. I love understanding people
and what motivates people,” Sanders said.
Sanders has several ideas for using drama as a therapeutic tool in classrooms or workshops, which she claims there is a definite need for.
“There’s so much potential that we haven’t even tapped into in using
theatre as a tool for therapy and empowerment.”
Though theatre and psychology are an unlikely pair, listening to Sanders illustrate how she was able to take these two passions and marry them
together could make a believer out of the greatest skeptic. Sanders chose
Wright State to help her reach her goals because of the great programs
Leah Daugherty
Contributing Writer
indaugherty@gmail.com

offered to the students.
“WSU has an incredible theatre program and amazing professors who
have so much experience and passion,” Sanders said of theatre specifically.
“Exploring characters on stage, exploring who people are in real life, it’s
such a powerful combination.”

The one thing employers love Coffee drinkers have a lower
to see on your resume
risk of suicide, research shows
ence, and the skills that
you learned during
that experience (“event
planning,” “event marAccording to Linke- keting,” etc.) can make
dIn data, 41 percent of you a more attractive
potential employers employee and business
want to see that you partner.”
volunteer in your free
With increasing petime.
riods of time of unem“It shows that you’re ployment, it’s importa passionate profes- ant to fill those gaps
sional who’s adept at with volunteer work.
multitasking,” Krista Work outside your caCanfield, the senior reer field demonstrates
PR manager of Linke- a commitment to the
dIn, told POPSUGAR. greater good.
“It’s also worth noting
that you can develop new skills during
your volunteer work
which will help you
become a multifaceted
professional. You may
be a sales person by
trade, but perhaps you
helped organize your
non-profit’s most recent fundraising event.
Noting that experiLeah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu

“People are wondering whether it’s considered as legitimate as
paid work experience,”
Carol Fishman Cohen
said, the co-founder
of career reentry programming company
iRelaunch.com. “What
we’re hearing on the
employer side is that if
the volunteer experience is relevant to your
career goal, include it.”

Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu

A Harvard study
published in the World
Journal of Biological
Psychiatry shows that
by drinking several
cups of coffee a day,

the risk of suicide in
men and women is reduced by 50 percent.
Caffeine acts as a
mild antidepressant
and stimulates the central nervous system by
boosting certain neurotransmitters in the
brain like dopamine

and serotonin. These
boosts could explain
the lower risks of depression and suicide.
“Unlike previous
investigations,
we
were able to assess
association of consumption of caffeinated and non-caffeinated beverages, and
we identify caffeine
as the most likely
candidate of any putative protective effect of coffee,” said
lead researcher Michel Lucas, research
fellow in the Department of Nutrition at
Harvard School of
Public Health.
The suicide risk for
those that drank two
to four cups of coffee
a day was half that of
those who drank no
coffee.

Movie Review: “Collateral Beauty” a feel-good flick
Kelsey Powell
“Collateral
BeauStaff Writer
ty” follows Will Smith’s
Powell.210@wright.edu character Howard who

questions the universe
after losing his daughter.
Howard writes letters, not to people but to
the concepts of love, time and death letting them
know he is not happy with the loss of his daughter.
After his friends connect with struggling actors to represent each concept and give him responses to his letters, he feels as if he is going
crazy and doesn’t believe it is real.
Howard finally understands that each concept has a reason for their role in life and he
comes to terms with his daughter’s death while
also reconnecting with his friends and his wife.
In this movie, everything pretty much comes
6
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full circle with the concepts of love, time and
death, with Howards friends and with Howards
life in general.
Even though many reviewers hated this movie and gave it a bad rap, I thought it was a decent
movie.
It made me chuckle mostly with lines from
Helen Mirren who played Death and of course a
few tears were shed throughout the movie.
The only conflict I found with this movie is
that the concepts of love, time and death were
supposed to invisible to everyone but Howard.
Although, living in New York I feel as though
Howard could possibly run into the actors that
played the concepts, so that struck me as a little
unbelievable.
There are some cheesy parts, it is a little cliché
and predictable in some parts but it makes you
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feel good and warm inside and sometimes you
just need a movie that can do that for you.
All in all though, it was a sweet movie and a
good reminder that there’s still some good left in
the world.
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Wright State women’s basketball have a winning winter break
Cameron Summers
Sports Editor

Summers. 43@wright.edu

The Wright State
women’s team had a
fantastic run over winter break as they went
7-1 during that time.
Wright State is now
11-5 on the season in
coach Merriweather’s
first season as head
coach.
The first game happened during finals
week against Cincinnati Christian at home
where the Raiders won
85-61 and Symone
Simmons and Chelsea
Welch each had a double-double. Simmons
had 15 points and 11
rebounds and Welch
had 15 points and
10 rebounds. Wright
State capitalized on
their ability to score
inside as they scored
52 points in the paint
and corralled 21 offense rebounds as a
team.
In the second game
of break the Lady Raiders faced Eastern Kentucky at home where
they won 85-73. Lexi
Smith had a huge game
as she put up 21 points
and 10 rebounds for
Wright State. Chelsea
Welch also had a very
good performance as

she scored 17 points
in route to a victory.
The ability to get to
the foul line and make
free throws was a big
key for Wright State as
they shot 81.5 percent
from the line in 27 attempts.
Lexi Smith was able
to put up another double-double in the Lady
Raider’s third game
over break in a victory over Fort Wayne.
Smith had 10 points
and 10 rebounds in the
62-51 win. Three other
WSU players scored in
double digits to help
in the victory. Symone
Simmons scored 16
points, Chelsea Welch
scored 12 points and
Mackenzie Taylor put
in 13 points while
hitting three from beyond the arch. Wright
State made the most
of their opportunities from turnovers in
this matchup as they
scored 23 points off of
turnovers.
In the final game
before conference play
started the Lady Raiders faced Miami (OH)
in the fourth game of
the break. This match
was claimed by Wright
State by the score of
65-57 behind a strong
performance
from
Emily Vogelpohl who

scored 17 and grabbed
7 boards. Chelsea
Welch also had a
strong scoring performance as she put
in 18 points. Wright
State only committed
five turnovers the entire game, as they were
very stingy with the
ball.
The Lady Raiders
traveled to Milwaukee to start conference
play in the fifth game
during break. Lexi
Smith had another
great performance, as
she put up 22 points
and 11 rebounds in
another double-double effort by Smith.
Smith’s double-double
helped the Lady Raiders take home another
win as they won 6951. Symone Simmons
chipped in 15 points
and Mackenzie Taylor added 11 points
as WSU their fifth
straight game.
The next game
against Green Bay the
Lady Raiders suffered
their only loss over
winter break. On the
road they lost 41-62 as
Chelsea Welch scored
25 points, which was
the lone highlight
from a rough performance by the Lady
Raiders. WSU shot
27.8 percent from the

field and 24 percent
from beyond the arch
in a poor showing offensively.
The Lady Raiders were able to
bounce back against
Youngstown State the
following game as
they won 71-58. Symone Simmons and
Lexi Smith posted
double-doubles while
Chelsea Welch and
Mackenzie Taylor also
scored in double digits. Simmons put in 17
point and gathered 12
boards, Smith poured
in 14 points and corralled 16 boards,
Welch led all scorers
with 19 points and
Taylor chipped in 11

points. Offensive rebounds played a key
role in this game as the
Lady Raiders did not
shoot well but collected 20 offensive boards.
In the final game
over winter break
Wright State was able
to come away with
a 84-63 victory over
Cleveland State. Four
players scored in double figures for Wright
State and two players
had a double-double.
Lexi Smith and Emily Vogelpohl recorded
double-doubles and
Mackenzie Taylor and
Chelsea Welch scored
in double digits. Smith
scored 14 points and
brought in 14 re-

bounds,
Vogelpohl
put in 16 points and
gathered 12 boards.
Taylor was feeling it
from three-point land
as she hit six shots
from behind the arch
to get her a team high
21 points. Welch added 16 points in a solid
performance.
The Lady Raiders
(11-5) travel to Northern Kentucky (5-11)
for their next game
on Saturday Jan. 14 at
1:00 p.m. Wright State
looks to remain the
third seed in the conference if they come
out with a win over the
seventh ranked Northern
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Wright State men’s basketball wins four Loeser resigns as
softball coach
out of six over break
Cameron Summers
Sports Editor

Summers. 43@wright.edu

The Wright State
men’s basketball team
went 4-2 over winter break. The Raiders started the break
with four straight road
games in which they
won three. They then
split a pair of home
games to end the
break.
The road trip started at Kent State where
the Raiders came out
on top 68-63. Mark
Alstork poured in 25
points in the victory
and Steven Davis added 14 points. All aspects of the game were
close, but the Raiders
defense had the stand
out statistic as they
held Kent State to just
34.4 percent shooting
from the field.
Venturing to Murray State for the second
road game the Raiders
also came away with a
victory with the score
77-62. Mark Alstork
and Steven Davis
were the leading scorers again as they both
scored in the twenties.
Alstork scored 27 and
Davis scored 20 while
pulling down seven rebounds. Wright State’s
defense showed again
in this matchup that
they could put a stop
to the opposition as

Murray State shot just
33.9 percent from the
field.
The third game
over break was against
Oakland and was the
first conference game
of the year for the
Raiders. Wright State
was unable to take
down the top seeded
Oakland as they fell by
the score 62-81. Mark
Alstork came away
with 21 points but
had seven turnovers
on the game. That was
the most by a player
from either team as
Golden Grizzlies only
committed nine turnovers the entire game.
Wright State finished
the game with 21 turnovers, a mark that
coach Nagy would like
to see improved.
The final road
game of the break the
Raiders traveled to
face the Detroit Mercy. The Raiders came
home with a win
against the Mercy by
a score of 85-72. Detroit was able to do
something that many
teams to this point in
the season have not
been able to do, contain the scoring of
Mark Alstork. Alstork
was held to just nine
points and took just
six shots in the game.
Steven Davis was able
to get into a rhythm
however as he scored

22 points in route to
a victory. Wright State
was able to shoot over
50 percent from both
the field (55.8 percent)
and from beyond the
arch (57.1 percent)
that played a big role
in their victory.
Wright State struggled in their return to
home against Cleveland State, but were
able to come away with
the W. The Raiders
won by a score of 55-51
in their second worst
offensive performance
of the season. Steven
Davis was the leading
scorer with 15 points
and Mark Alstork put
up a double-double as
he put in 12 points and
gathered 12 rebounds.
Turnovers continued
to be a problem for the
Raiders as they had 19
of them in the game.
Wright State’s ability
to guard the perimeter
proved to be a key factor in this one as they
forced Cleveland State
to shoot 16.7 percent
from beyond the arch.
In the final game
over winter break the
Raiders played host to
the Youngstown State
Penguins who they
came up short against.
Despite cutting the
total turnovers to 10
and having five players
score in double digits the Raiders were
unable to come away
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with the victory as
they lost 75-80. Steven
Davis was the leading
scorer with 19 points
and he chipped in 8
rebounds, while Grant
Benzinger and Justin
Mitchell both got a
double-double. Benzinger had 12 points
and 10 rebounds while
Mitchell had 18 points
and 10 rebounds.
Also scoring in double digits was Mark
Alstork with 12 points
and Parker Ernsthausen with 10 points.
Youngstown State was
able to win the battle
inside as they scored
46 points in the paint
compared to only 28
points in the paint for
the Raiders.
The Wright State
men’s basketball team
next plays on Thursday Jan. 12 at 8:00 p.m.
in Green Bay, Wis. The
Raiders (11-6) take on
the Green Bay Phoenix (9-6) who are second in the conference
standings with a 3-0
conference record.

Blake Sutherland
Sports Writer

Sutherland.21@wright.edu

Wright State’s head
softball coach, Ray Loeser, resigned from the
position, following his
hiring three months
ago. Loeser did not
give a reason to why
he was resigning.
Loeser was hired in
August following the
departure of former
Wright State softball
coach Lynn Curylo,
who had coached the
team since 2011.
The university and
the team will move
forward and keep their
current assistants Justine Witchman and
Dave Brittingham on

Got a tip? Send it over
to the Guardian at
Kelley.90@wright.edu
www.theguardianonline.com

staff. Witchman, who
is in her first year as
an assistant at Wright
State, was formerly a
part of Loeser’s staff
at the University of
Charleston (WV).
The Raider’s finished last season with
their best record since
2010 (37-23) and had
their best conference
record since 2000 (186).
The softball team
will open up their
season on Feb. 10
with a double header.
They will start against
Wichita State and later in the afternoon
against Houston in the
Houston Hilton Plaza
Invitational.
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HOROSCOPES
Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 20)

Looks like you’ve been off of your game, Aries. The ultimate cure for this is to listen to Ed
Sheeran and eat Chipotle. It works wonders.
Don’t be surprised when you find your soul
mate after doing this, considering Ed Sheeran
has a way with words in matters of the heart.
Your lucky conversation starter is: Pinterest.

The Jumble
mix it up

Libra (Sep. 24-Oct. 23)
It is not advised for you to eat grapefruit this
week, Libra. Actually you should just stay away
from anything grapefruit related, it will bring
you bad luck. While you’re at it, just avoid all
citrus fruits. You can thank the stars later. Your
conversation starter is: voodoo dolls.
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Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
You’re on fire, Taurus! No, really. You’re fascination with fire lately is getting a little creepy.
Maybe you should stay away from the Yankee
Candle for awhile, it only feeds your addiction.
Channel your inner Pisces and think about
water from now on. Your lucky conversation
starter is: the Discovery Channel.

Now is the time for you to be argumentative for
no reason, Scorpio. It is time for you to question your reality. You need to answer the tough
questions in life, and the starts think that you
are up for the task. Your lucky conversation
starter is: tomatoes.

Sagittarius
(Nov. 23-Dec. 22)

Gemini (May 22-June 21)
It’s time to give cats a try, Gemini. Even if
you’re allergic, you’re completely overlooking
the benefits that cats offer humans—like emotional support and endless purrs if you scratch
them behind the ears. If you don’t pet one this
week, you’ll get a rash on your butt. You’ve been
warned!

Cancer (June 22-July 22)
Time to lay off of the Netflix, Cancer, and get
to work. And no, watching 12 seasons of Grey’s
Anatomy does not qualify you to be a doctor.
Visualization will be your friend this year, and
if you keep this in mind, 2017 could be the best
year yet. Your lucky conversation starter is:
sushi.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 21)
Valentine’s Day is only months away, Leo, and
it looks like love will find you before then! This
could be a person, a good book, a pet rabbit.
No judgment, love is love. Make sure you don’t
listen to the negative insight of others, only you
know what is best for you. Your lucky conversation starter is: jelly fish.

Maybe you should take a break from dating,
Sagittarius. Tinder will not necessarily lead you
to happiness. Dogs will solve almost any issues
that you have in your life, even if they can’t talk.
Never underestimate the power of cuddling
with a dog. Your lucky conversation starter is:
Ikea.

Capricorn (Dec. 23-Jan. 20)
Remember that thing you wanted to do but
didn’t have the guts to do? Well, the time for
action is now, Capricorn! And no, that does
not mean ordering every flavor of ice cream at
Youngs Dairy just because you can. That will
lead to a nasty brain freeze and an empty wallet. Try and get creative. Your luck conversation
starter is: sporks.

Virgo (Aug. 22- Sep. 23)
Give up on your dreams and join the circus
instead. They’re always looking for someone to
pass out peanuts, and you fit the bill perfectly.
Don’t despair, it’s at the circus that you’ll find
the love of your life! Your lucky conversation
topic is: Jones Soda.
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Answers: Jack, Laugh, Hoist, Large

Taurus (Apr. 21-May 21)

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb.19)
You’re in the home stretch, Aquarius! You’re
almost there. To what, you may ask? Only you
can answer that question. We are all on our
special journeys in life with different goals and
aspirations. Just know, that you are on the right
path of what you have chosen to do. Your lucky
conversation starter is: sticky notes.

Pisces (Feb. 20-Mar.20)
It’s time to break the mold and try something
new, Pisces. New year, new possibilities. Try
something no one would expect of you, whether that be skydiving or learning to cook. Make
this year as cool as you want it to be. If not,
that’s cool too. Your lucky conversation starter
is: gel pens.

Check back next week to read
more horoscopes!
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Sudoku

Crossword Puzzle

Across:

Down:

2
4
5
7
8
10
12
13
16
21
22
24
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
38
39
40
41

1
3
5
6
9
11
14
15
17
18
19
20
23
24
25
27
33
34
35
36
37
38
42

Tape brand
Type of bear
2016 Mr. Olympia
Small yellow creature
Deadpool actor
French watch brand
Battle in Belgium
Golden Globe best musical
California desert
Decorative tape
Measurement
Adobe product for artists
WSU dorm hall
'100 Days of ___________'
Blue fruit
Pale purple
Capital of Nepal
Hail Mary quarterback
Dayton children's museum
Actress playing Belle
This car company exec. arrested
Action taken by RTA
This city had a wall

German river
Nat'l football champions
Famous dam
Mrs. Gaines
Dog with mustache
Beverage you can't get at WSU
Biblical wise king
Columbus fitness convention
Space princess
2016 hot Christmas toy
Sundae topping
City of canals
Adj., describing lips in winter
Swearing-in day
Nut shaped like crescent moon
Stinky ogre
North American marsupial
Dayton performing arts center
Italian dictator
Sparkling alcohol from France
Neighbor to Spain
Dog breed nickname (genitalia)
Raider mascot

Word Search

ANTELOPE
BEAR
BISON
SIAMESE
PUG
STORK
10

ELEPHANT
PANTHER
TIGER
CHEETAH
LION
GIRAFFE
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DACHSHUND TURTLE
SWALLOW
OTTER
SQUID
PENGUIN
CLOWN
FISH
SHARK
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NFL Wild Card
games all blowouts
Cameron Summers
Sports Editor

Summers. 43@wright.edu

The NFL playoffs
kicked off last weekend and the competition was not quite
what we are used to
seeing. 13 points decided the closest game,
as the Texans were able
to beat a Raiders team
that is missing Derek
Carr badly.
Rookie quarterback Connor Cook
was at the helm for
the Raiders after Derek Carr broke his leg
in week 16. They were
unable to move the
ball much of the game,
and the running game
didn’t help the inexperienced quarterback as
they rushed for just 64
yards. The Texans’ $72
million quarterback
Brock Osweiler played
well as he led his team
to a 27-14 win in his
first playoff game as
a Texan. The Texans
travel to face the top
seed New England
Patriots in the next
round.
The Seattle Seahawks took on the
Detroit Lions in a
game that Seahawk’s
running back Thomas
Rawls was able to take
over. Rawls racked up
161 rushing yards and
a touchdown, as the
Seahawks were able to
take care of business
at home 26-6 before
going to face the Atlanta Falcons on the
road. The Falcons have
the top offense in the
league this season and
is the only team averaging over 30 points
per game.
In his first career
playoff game Le’Veon Bell rushed for
facebook.com/theguardianonline

167 yards and two
touchdowns.
Antonio Brown chipped
in 124 receiving yards
and two touchdowns
of his own and the
Steelers came out on
top 30-12 against the
Dolphins. The Dolphins running back
Jay Ajayi had over 200
rushing yards when
the two teams faced
earlier this season, but
the Steelers had him
locked down this time
as he got only 33 rushing yards. The Steelers
travel to take on the
Kansas City Chiefs in
the next round as they
look to continue their
hot streak and advance
to the next round.
Aaron Rodgers
has the touch with
Hail Mary passes and
he showed us again
against the Giants why
he’s the best at it. He
connected with wide
receiver Randall Cobb
for a long touchdown
as the first half expired. Cobb was very
involved in the offense
as he scored three
touchdowns on the
day in the 38-13 win
by the Packers over the
New York Giants. The
Giants’ Odell Beckham was unpleased
with his early exit in
the playoffs and took
it out on a wall in the
locker room leaving
a hole. The league is
currently investigating
this instance, but the
Packers aren’t worried
about fixing it immediately as they will be
traveling to Dallas to
take on the number
one seed Cowboys in
what could be the best
matchup of the divisional round.

